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Abstract: Anycast 1s a new standard cormnumcatlon paradigm. With anycast, client can request the “nearest” server in terms of a certain

perfonnance index for provision of a group services which share one anycast address. Anycast has a wide applxeat:on prospect in the selec-

tion of mirror services, rmblle Adhoc network and support of host automatic configuration. Research efforts about anycasting -can be made

in two aspects management methods at appllcatlon layer for using anycast services, and procedures and protocols at network layer for

" routing and addressing anycast messages Protocols and standards of anycast are being discussed. The problems pertaining to anycast such

as indeterminacy of transmission, management of anycast group and compression of router table are hot research spots at present.
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